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(…) 
 

IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS 
 
1) DEFINITIONS 
 
a) In this Licence, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 
 
“Affiliated Users” means users affiliated with the Licensee in some capacity other than as staff or 
students of the Licensee. 
 
“Authorised Users” means an individual who is authorised by the Licensee to access the Licensee’s 
information services, whether from a computer or terminal on the Licensee’s secure network or offsite 
via a communications link to the Licensee’s secure network, via Secure Authentication and who is: 

• a current student registered with the Licensee (including undergraduates and postgraduates); 
• an alumnus of the Licensee; 
• a contractor of the Licensee; 
• a member of staff of the Licensee (whether permanent or temporary, including retired members 
of staff and any teacher who teaches students registered with the Licensee); 
• Affiliated Users; or 
• Library Patrons. 

 
“Commercial Use” means use for the purpose of earning monetary reward or generating profit (whether 
by or for the Licensee or an Authorised User) by means of the sale, resale, loan, transfer, hire or other 
form of exploitation of the Licensed Materials but excluding: 

(i) use for which the Licensee is entitled only to be reimbursed its costs (which may include 
overhead costs); and 
(ii) use of the Licensed Material in the course of research funded by a commercial or for-profit 
organisation. 

 
(…) 
 
“Library Patrons” (also known as ‘walk-in users’) are individuals (other than Licensee’s staff, 
students, and Affiliated Users) who are allowed by the Licensee to access the Licensee’s information 
services from computer terminals within the physical premises of the Licensee at the Licensed Site. For 
the avoidance of doubt, Library Patrons may be given access to the Licensed Materials by any wireless 
Secure Network. Library Patrons are not allowed off-site access to the Licensed Material. 
 
(…) 
 
“Licensed Content” means those articles of a Licensed Title which form part of the content licensed 
under this Licence (including all content published during the Term, and thereafter in accordance with 
clause 4)d) below). 
 
“Licensed Material” means the Licensed Content (namely published articles) forming part of the 
content of the Licensed Titles and all Metadata relating to Licensed Titles and Licensed Content. 
 
(…) 
 
“Metadata” means data describing any article or research paper and includes index terms, bibliographic 
information, headers, references, digital object identifiers (DOIs), unique identifiers, dates, keywords, 



Funder information, grant identifier, author affiliations, abstracts, or any other metadata which The 
Company of Biologists agrees to make available to the Licensee. 
 
(…) 
 
3) LICENSED RIGHTS 
 
a) In respect of the Licensed Site, The Company of Biologists grants to the Licensee, during the Term, 
subject to and in accordance with the terms of this Licence (including the Copyright Policy), a non 
exclusive, non-transferable Licence (subject to payment of the Licence Fee) to access and use the 
Licensed Materials and to allow Authorised Users to access and use the Licensed Materials in 
accordance with the terms of this Licence via Secure Authentication. 
 
(…) 
 
c) Sharing of online subscriptions with unauthorised users is not allowed. The Licensee shall ensure that 
Authorised Users may only access the Licensed Materials via the Licensee’s Secure Network. Use via 
open proxies are prohibited. 
 
(…) 
 
e) Use of Licensed Materials. The Licensed Materials may be used by Authorised Users for the purposes 
of research, teaching, and private study only, and not for any Commercial Use. 
 
f) Any use by Authorised Users of any websites operated by or on behalf of The Company of Biologists 
(“Websites”) shall be in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Websites set out at: 
http://www.biologists.com/terms-conditions/ and the Copyright and Permissions statement set out at: 
http://www.biologists.com/copyright-permissions/ (both of the aforesaid hereinafter referred to as 
“Website Terms”). In the event of any conflict between the Website Terms and the terms of this Licence, 
the terms of this Licence shall prevail. 
 
4) USAGE RIGHTS, COPYING 
 
a) Authorised Users may retrieve, display, download and print out copies of individual articles or other 
individual items from the Licensed Materials through use of a Secure Network but any use of the 
Licensed Materials shall be subject to the Copyright Policy. 
 
b) Each copy of the Licensed Materials (or any part thereof) shall carry an appropriate acknowledgement 
of the authors, journal, year, volume, issue, page citation and publisher. 
 
c) By purchasing a subscription and by using the Licensed Materials or otherwise using the journals and 
Websites of The Company of Biologists or any services accessible from the Websites, the Licensee is 
agreeing to be bound by the Copyright Policy. 
 
d) On expiry of the Term, the Licensee shall be entitled to continue to exercise at no charge the non-
exclusive licence granted in clause 3)a) above in respect of the Licensed Materials published during the 
Term and made available to the Licensed Site, and in respect of which Licensee paid the full subscription 
fee. Such continuing access shall be provided in materially the same manner in which they were provided 
before the expiry of the Term, save that the rights granted in this sub-clause shall cease immediately in 
respect of any Licensed Materials in which The Company of Biologists ceases to have the right to 
publish. 
 
5) PROHIBITED USES 
 
a) The Licensee shall use reasonable efforts to ensure that the Authorised Users are aware of the 
prohibitions on the use of the Licensed Materials set out in this Licence and the Licensee shall use 

http://www.biologists.com/terms-conditions/
http://www.biologists.com/copyright-permissions/


reasonable endeavours to ensure that its Authorised Users do not breach the prohibitions set out in this 
Licence in respect of their access to and use of the Licensed Materials. (…) 
 
b) Except where this Licence provides otherwise, Authorised Users may not: 
 

i) Remove or alter the author’s name(s) or the publisher’s copyright notices or other means of 
identification or any and all disclaimers as they appear in the Licensed Materials; 

 
ii) Systematically make print or electronic copies of multiple extracts or make multiple copies 
of any part of the Licensed Materials for any purpose other than that permitted by this Licence; 

 
iii) Prepare derivative works or download, mount or distribute any part of the Licensed Material 
on any electronic system or network, including without limitation the Internet and the World 
Wide Web, other than by the Licensee’s Secure Network approved in advance by The Company 
of Biologists, except where expressly permitted under this Licence; 

 
iv) Sell or resell the Licensed Materials unless The Company of Biologists has given prior 
written permission for the Authorised User to do so; 

 
v) Alter, edit, abridge or otherwise modify the Licensed Materials or any part of them for any 
purpose whatsoever or incorporate any part of any Licensed Materials (whether in amended or 
unamended form) into any other work, except where expressly permitted under this Licence; 

 
vi) make any Commercial Use of the Licensed Material (in whole or in part); or 

 
vii) provide access to and/or permit use of the Licensed Content by anyone, or transmit any part 
of the Licensed Material (other than Metadata) by any means to anyone, other than an 
Authorised User, except as otherwise may be permitted under Appendix B (including by way 
of inter-library lending). 
 

c) The Licensee must seek and obtain The Company of Biologists’ permission prior to carrying out or 
attempting to carry out any of the foregoing uses. Email permissions@biologists.com. 
 
d) This clause 5) shall continue to apply after termination of this Licence for any reason. 
 
(…) 
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APPENDIX B – COPYRIGHT POLICY 
 

 
Copyright and Permissions 
 
The Licensed Materials, published by The Company of Biologists are protected by copyright. Individual 
articles are published under an exclusive licence obtained by The Company of Biologists from the 
authors of such articles, who retain copyright. Such authors are free to reproduce material from their 
articles in any printed book (including thesis) of which they are authors. 
 
Unless otherwise permitted by the Licence or this Copyright Policy, or the CC BY Version 4.0 terms in 
respect of Open Access Articles, all parties must obtain prior written permission from The Company of 
Biologists before reproducing (in any form), compiling, storing, distributing, transmitting, displaying, 
broadcasting or using automated data mining techniques (other than as permitted by the paragraph 
below), or downloading programs or devices in relation to the Licensed Materials (or any part thereof) 
other than relating to Licensed Content contained in Open Access Articles, and such permission may be 
sought by accessing the Copyright Clearance Centre. 
 
The Licensee and the Authorized Users may use Licensed Materials for text and data mining, namely 
downloading, extracting and indexing information from the Licensed Materials, for text and data mining 
purposes and mounting, loading and integrating the results of text and data mining on Licensee’s Secure 
Network used for the Licensee’s text and data mining systems, as well as evaluating and interpreting the 
text and data mining output, for access and use by Authorised Users only. Text and data mining may be 
undertaken only on Licensed Materials within the Licensee’s Secure Network only. Such text and data 
mining is permitted for internal, research purposes only and the outputs from such text and data mining 
may not be sold, licensed, assigned, transferred, or disposed of in any way, or otherwise disclosed to 
any third party. 
 
Authorised Users may transmit to a third party conducting research in collaboration with such 
Authorised User a single article for scholarly, educational or scientific research but in no case for 
Commercial Use. 
 
Nothing set out here affects any rights or obligations that you may have under the Copyright Designs 
and Patents Act 1988 in the UK or any equivalent fair dealing or fair use provisions in other jurisdictions. 
 
 
Article reproduction - Academic or Educational Use 
 
The Company of Biologists allows librarians* to make multiple paper and electronic copies of single 
articles which are published by The Company of Biologists without charge, provided that the following 
conditions are met: 
 

• Copying is done by a member of staff of the institution; 
 
• Copying is for distribution without profit to student members of that institution for educational 
purposes only; and 
 
• Copying is from the original article 

 
The Company of Biologists allows readers* to copy, download and print out, for private study, single 
articles which are published by The Company of Biologists, without permission and without charge 
beyond the actual cost of copying, provided the copying is done by the person requiring its use or by an 
employee of the institution to which he/she belongs. Electronic copies must keep the article in its original 
form and any extracts of articles must be retyped verbatim. They may not be placed on the public internet 
or linked to or from an external or third-party website. All articles and extracts of articles must include 
the identity of the author, the title of the work and the journal from which it is extracted. 



Subject to the terms of the Licence, and subject to the paragraph below, the Licensee may incorporate 
links to Licensed Materials in Electronic Reserves for the use by Authorised Users in the course of 
instruction at the Licensee’s institution, but not for Commercial Use. 
 

• In Electronic Reserves the use is conditional upon employing persistent links to the Licensed 
Materials so that usage is registered on The Company of Biologists’ online platform each time 
a student views the work on reserve. Each link shall carry appropriate acknowledgement of the 
source, listing title and author of the extract, title and author of the work, and the publisher as 
The Company of Biologists. Links shall be deleted by the Licensee when they are no longer 
used for such purpose. 

 
• “Electronic Reserves” means a collection of links to Licensed Materials (e.g. journal articles) 
stored on the Secure Network by the Licensee for use by students in connection with specific 
courses of instruction offered by the Licensee to its students. 

 
*Note that where The Company of Biologists reproduces any material with the permission of other 
publishers, you must seek permission from the copyright holder before using such material in 
accordance with this section. 
 
Except as expressly provided for under this Copyright Policy, all copyright and other rights of The 
Company of Biologists in and to the Licensed Materials are reserved. 
 
 
USAGE RESTRICTIONS Inter-library lending 
 
The Licensed Materials may not be used for any fee-for-service, systematic supply or distribution of the 
journals in any form or any similar commercial activity to anyone other than an Authorised User. 
 
Subject to the terms of this Licence, the Licensee is permitted to supply to the user of another library 
generally in the same country as the Licensee for non-commercial use (whether by post, fax or secure 
intermediate electronic transmission, using Ariel or its equivalent, whereby the electronic file is deleted 
immediately after printing), for the purposes of research or private study, a single copy of an electronic 
original of an individual article forming part of the Licensed Material, subject to the following 
limitations: 
 

• Licensee may fulfil occasional requests only from another library; 
 
• For requests for copying beyond the scope of the paragraphs above, the requesting library must 
seek permission from The Company of Biologists and may make a request for permission 
directly to The Company of Biologists by sending an email to permissions@biologists.com . 

 
If the Licensee is located in the US, the Licensee agrees to fulfil such requests in accordance with 
guidelines developed from time to time by the National Commission on New technological Uses of 
Copyright Works (CONTU guidelines). 
 
Redistribution of the Licensed Materials to non-authorised users in electronic or digital form is not 
permitted unless the prior written consent of The Company of Biologists has been obtained. 
 
(…) 
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